RELIGIOUS 
(Internal Revenue Code of 1986)


Re:   Advancement of Religion   

Overview. The Imperial Supreme Council of the Ahura Grand Orient (Imperial Supreme Council) is incorporated under the provisions of Act 1766 of 1963 of the Arkansas General Assembly on September 18,1989 and Arkansas Non-Profit Corporation Act of 1993 (“Act of 1993”) whereas, its Articles of Incorporation, section IV states its incorporated purpose as charitable and educational. Corporation incorporated under the Act of 1993 has the purpose of engaging in any lawful activity unless a more limited purpose is set forth in the articles of incorporation.   On September 1, 2017 was determined exempt under Internal Revenue Code (“IRC”) Section 501(c)(8).  During deliberations of its Board of Trustees, as an autonomous self-perpetuating body the business of the corporation is stated exclusively for charitable, advancement of religion, education, and science purposes as defined under Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 
Introduction.  We qualify for federal income tax exemption described under Section 501(c)(3) being organized and operating exclusively to further below required exempt purposes:  (i) Religious, (ii) Charitable, (iii) Scientific, and (iv) Educational.

Advancement of religion is a broad standard in terms of charity. First Amendment considerations prevent Congress and the Service from establishing a concise or objective definition of the term religion. The IRS maintains two basic guidelines:
· That the particular religious beliefs of the organization are truly and

sincerely held.

· That the practices and rituals associated with the organization’s religious

belief or creed aren’t illegal or contrary to clearly defined public policy.

We disseminate information about church activities through inspirational after-action reports, we improve communication between the church and their members and stimulates religious interests and support the church initiatives, activities, thereby, accomplishing a charitable purpose by contributing to the advancement of religion.

Our purpose is to provide traditional burial services that directly support and

maintain basic tenets and beliefs of a religion regarding burial of its members, is operated exclusively for charitable purposes and is exempt from tax.

It is stated and written, Freemasons do not seek  to substitute the teachings of the Order for the truths of Christianity or any other religion doctrine. On the contrary, “Freemasons contend, without any sort of hesitation, that Freemasonry is, in every sense of the word, except one, and that its least philosophical, an eminently religious institution – that it is indebted solely to the religious element in contains for its origin as well as its continued existence, and that without this religious element it would scarcely be worthy of cultivation by the wise and good.”  See. Mackey, A. G. (1966). Encyclopedia of Freemasonry. 
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